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Soviets fill craters, dig new ones

WASHAINGTON TIMES
7 August 1985

to fool U.S. on missile accuracy

By Bill Gertz"

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Soviet Union is trying to
deceive the United States a&u% the

accuracy of one ol 1ts nuciear mis-

es In_impact craters
from test warﬂeaai mﬁi; diggi
false craters to be photo rapﬂg Ey
U spy satellites, saysa U.S. govern-
ment gefensee é

Recent photographs obtained by

satellite reconnaissance taken in the

early mo showed Soviet troops
Con test craters from incom-
in %ggé wargeags Eunc;; t:e
night ore at Soviet missue test
sites on the C! ninsu
the e:_:mrt said.

e photographs also show mili-
tary persqnnel digging false craters

in a wider radius, the expert said.

The SS-19 carries up to six mul--
tiple, independently targeted war-
heads — called MIRVs — on three
known nuclear ' warhead modes.
With a force of 360 missiles, it is the
most widely deployed Soviet first-
strike ICBM.

Revelations about the accuracy of
the 55-19 a to be part of a i'x's-
ute w1'tﬁi§ t%e US. intelligence
community over estimates oi‘ the
-19's accuracy. -
'The controversy seems to involve
different views of analysts from the
CIA and the Defense Intelligence

Agency and the outcome could sway
a&u‘ustraﬁon defense policy on

ﬁrate%lc modernization_programs,

the defense eﬁmrt said.
e Soviet deceptionis one of sev- ~

eral reasons why Pentagon analysts |

dissented from a U.S. intelligence
community assessment of the .
decreasing accuracy of the SS-19

- and which was reported to pose less
of a first-strike nuclear threat to U.S.

strategic forces, the expert said.

Press reports citing the 198S
National Inte _g’IIlence Esumate of
Soviet strategic weapons trends sai

e revised its es € ol the
S5-19 warhead accuracy. The new
judgment, reflected _in_the still-
secret estimate, retroactively down-
grades the CIAs previous analyses

|

of the first-strike SS-19 since it was
first tested in 1973.

Missile warhead accuracy is
measured through a process called
circular error probable — the radius
of a circle within which at least S0

| percent of a missile’s warheads fall.

The SS-19’s accuracy reportedly
fell from a CEP radius of 330 feet to
440 feet, according to a report ear-
lier this month in the National Jour-
nal. The loss in targeting dBility
would seriously affect U.S. assess-
.ments of the missile’s ability to
‘knock out “hardened” missile silos.

Public support for a very expen-
sive military buildup over the last
five years has been based in part on
the idea that the United States is now
more vulnerable to Soviet attack
because of major increases in Soviet
missile capabilities during the
1970s.

Defense experts believe the
revised estimate of SS-19 accuracy
could undercut the Reagan adminis-
tration’s strategic modernization
program.

If Soviet missiles are deemed less
accurate, critics of the administra-
tion’s defense buildup in Congress
could succeed in cutting the U.S.
strategic modernization program.

The. new estimate could
strengthen support for the admin-
istration’s plan to place new missiles
in older, more vulnerable silos. The
administration has been battling
Congress over the deployment of the
MX “Peacekeeper” missile.

Critics have charged that placing
the larger MX in existing silos would

. leave the only U.S. ICBM capable of

deterring a Soviet first strike vul-
nerable to such an attack.

Congress cut MX funding to S0
missiles, half the number requested
by the administration.

A New York Times report on the
SS-19 published July T9 states that
the DIA disagreed with the revised
accuracy estimate of the CIA and
other U.S. mtelhgence community

components. The dissent Is report-
edly outlined in a footnote to the E;%

l;lx believes the 55-19's accuracy
has improved since the first
uncoded electronic intercepts of
flight data were made between April
1973 and March 1974.

Since 1974, only a small portion of

the data has not been encoded, and
therefore its characteristics — such

as accuracy and weight — have been
more difficult to determine.

“As a missile gets older, it gets
better — not worse — through modi-
fications,” the expert said.

Another reason for the dispute on
SS-19 accuracy, the expert said, is
that the latest NIE indicates that the
largest-sized Soviet ICBM, the

'SS-18, is expected to be deployed

with more warheads than it has been
tested with. To date, 10 warheads
have been detected on tests of the
SS-18. )
“When it upgraded the estimate of
SS-T8 warheads, the elt it ha

to aowngraae tfie §5-19 in order to

be E_frg’allF consistent with its old
- bias of underestima 1et stra-
Tegic forces, th 5 f

g ) e defense expert
sa‘_' . . .
The latest intelligence estimate

re_ﬂmm
ermzations of the 99-18 will put 12
warheads on each missile, accord-

. _Ing to the defense expert. ]
i[‘ﬁe controversy over Soviet mis-
dates to 1976 when two

sile accuracy

competing teams ol intelligence
analysts offered divergent opinions
of tﬁe evolving accuracy of 'Sov1et
missile warEea%s.

The so-called “A-Team, B-Team”
study revealed that Soviet missile
accuracy was increasing faster than
anticipated by previous CIA analy-
ses. As a result, a *window of vulner-
ability” to Soviet attack would exist
in the early 1980s before the United
States could modernize its forces.

“The CIA is trying to revert to its
original estimate of Soviet missile
accuracy trends,” the expert said.

The agency was charged by a
team of analysts from outside the
CIA with underestimating Soviet
missile accuracy developments.

Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency expert Matthew Murphy
would not comment on the details of
SS-19 accuracy, but he said missile
accuracy is determined by “national
technical means,” the government
euphemism for intelligence gath-
ered by satellite reconnaissance an
€lectronic listening posts.

An ACDA statement in response
to reports of.SS-19 accuracy warned
against drawing ‘“erroneous” con-
clusions about Soviet strategic cap-

Pl
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abilities. ) »

“The Soviet Union possesses a
tremendous capability to la_unch a
devastating first strike against the
US., and they are continuing to
expand that capability,” Mr. Murphy
said in the statement. “The U.S.‘d.oeg
not have a corresponding capability.

Mr. Murphy said reports on the
§S-19 “distract attention from the
SS-18.% In the last six months, he
said, tite Soviet Union completed a
modernization program for the
SS-18 where the entire force has
been deployed with a 10-wa;'hgad
capability. Previously, some missiles
carried 10 warheads and others car-
ried only one or several.

«I don't think people realize that
has occurred,” Mr. Murphy. said.
“That's a tremendous jump in the
number of SS-18 warheads.”

The 308 SS-18s, all with 10 war-
heads, can target three very large
nuclear explosions for each of the
1,000 US. missile silos currently
deployed, he said. ] )

In addition to the Soviet deception

program, the U.S. overnment
. expert said the CIAS §owngraaﬁg

of the S5-1J accuracy stems from
faulty analysisof data ;rom twowar-

head types.

~-

The NIE, produced by the inter-
agenc Ffational Intelligence
Councii, averaged in tel'Iigence data

mﬂ'éE

from two rent and widely var-
jed 99-19 warheads in reacEi% its
accuracy revision, the expert said.
The latest analysis o¥ tiie 55-19
warhead accuracy in the NIE is also
based in part on studies of impact
craters from a combination of
highly accurate nuclear re-entry
vehicles and what are believed to be
less accurate hits by chemical and
biological warheads, the expert said.
Mr. Murphy would not comment
on whether the SS-19 had been test-
fired with chem-bio warheads, cit-
ing the secret nature of such data.
These less accurate chem-bio
warheads can be dispersed to wider
areas where combat troops or naval
groups may be located. The sus-
pected chem-bio warheads were
detected by U.S. intelligence as

S5-19 warheads entered the atmos-
phere, the defense expert said.

The non-nuclear chem-bio war-
heads have blunt shapes, weigh less
than nuclear warheads and do not
spin upon entering the atmosphere
like nuclear-tipped warheads. These

characteristics have led intelligence

analysts o suspect the warneads are
chemical an 1ological delivery
vehicles.
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